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STATE INITIATIVES 
 
Illinois 
Summary  
 

1.  Executive Orders.    Former Governor Ryan issued Executive Order 
Number 6 and Executive Order Number 11 designed to,  among other 
things, encourage state agencies to purchase enviro nmentally preferable 
products.   

 
2.  Guidance.  Illinois published Greening Government Opportunitie s:  A 
Resource Guide for Illinois Executive Agencies (Apr il 2001) which is 
intended as a guidance document to help state agenc ies green their 
operations.  This document sets forth the following  recommendations 
regarding the purchase of green  cleaning products:  
 
·  Use mild cleaning products for daily maintenance (i .e., non-acid bowl 

cleaners for toilets). 
·  Avoid cleaning products that are flammable, corrosi ve, or highly toxic. 
·  Consider using bio-based cleaning products 
·  Purchase “janitorial products” (i.e., napkins, pape r towels, trash 

receptacles, toilet tissue, trash bags) made from t he “highest 
percentage of post consumer recycled content” that is considered 
acceptable. 

 
3.  House Resolution 797.  The Illinois House of Representatives passed 
House Resolution 797, which requires the state to i dentify opportunities 
and make recommendations for legislative and admini strative changes 
that would enhance the purchase of environmentally preferable products 
and services purchased by the state.   
 
Pursuant to HR 797, in the August 2005 report of th e Illinois Green 
Government Coordinating Council, the Council commit ted to helping 
state agencies to increase the purchase of environm entally friendly 
cleaning products.   

 
Indiana 
Summary 
 

1.  Executive Orders.  Former Governor O’Bannon issued Executive Order 
99-07 that, among other things, established a task force charged with the 
responsibility of establishing guidelines for clean ing operations that would 
enhance pollution prevention and source reduction a ctivities in 
government operations.  Governor Daniels renewed an d refined greening 
efforts with Executive Order 05-21. 
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2.  Greening Indiana’s Government.  In May 2000, Indiana issued Greening 
Indiana’s Government that sets forth the following guidance related to 
green cleaning products: 

 
·  The State should be aware of all chemicals used in the carpet 

cleaning process.  
·  Chlorinated solvents and other hazardous ingredient s should not be 

used.  
 

3.  Indiana Greening the Government PowerPoint.  In an Indiana Greening 
the Government PowerPoint presentation for State go vernment 
procurement agents, additional guidance regarding c leaning products 
and services is provided: 

 
·  The following clause must be incorporated into the specifications 

when requesting Janitorial Services:  “All cleaning  chemicals and 
supplies shall meet or exceed Green Seal third part y certification as 
environmentally preferred cleaning products.” 

 
Massachusetts  
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  In 2003, Massachusetts worked with representatives of 
several jurisdictions including the City of Santa M onica, CA; King County, 
WA; Minnesota; Seattle, WA; Pacific Northwest Natio nal Laboratory; and 
others.  The goal of the working group, coordinated  by the Center for a 
New American Dream, was to develop a set of specifi cations that could 
be used by institutional purchasers nationwide.  Ul timately the process led 
to the adoption of the Green Seal Standard for Inst itutional Cleaners (GS-
37) as the basis for cleaning product specification s.   
 
Massachusetts is the first of the work group member s to use the new 
consensus based criteria that build upon the Green Seal Standard for 
Institutional Cleaners (GS-37).  The other particip ants are in the process of 
integrating the work group’s purchasing criteria in to their vendor requests.   
 
2.  Request for Response.  Massachusetts has issued a Request for 
Response for Cleaning Products, Environmentally Pre ferable (GR016).   The 
RFP addresses seven product lines of cleaners and s ets forth 
environmentally preferable criteria based on GS-37,  as set forth in the 
paragraphs below. 
 
3.  General Purpose Cleaners, Bathroom Cleaners, Gl ass Cleaners.  These 
products must meet the criteria set forth in GS-37.    
 
4.  Carpet Cleaners (Excluding Spot Cleaners).  These products must also 
meet the GS-37 criteria.  Additionally the VOC cont ent of these products 
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must not exceed 1%.  (Note:  These specifications w ere issued prior to GS-
37 being expanded to include carpet cleaners.) 
 
5.  Disinfectants and Sanitizers.  Must meet the GS-37 criteria except  for 
active ingredients with respect to biodegradability .  The VOC content 
must not be in excess of 1% and the products must b e registered with EPA. 
 
6.  Floor Care Products Including Floor Finishes, F loor Strippers, and 
Maintenance Products.  (Note:  These specifications were issued prior to 
the issuance of the Green Seal Standard for Floor C are Products (GS-40).) 
 

a) Floor Finishes.  Products must  be free of zinc and other heavy 
metals.  Further , it is desirable that the products not contain 
phthalates, glycol ethers, or ammonia. 
 
b) Floor Strippers.  The products must be free of zinc and other 
heavy metals.  It is desirable that the products (in concentration 
form) have a pH between 2.5 and 12; exhibit a VOC l imit of not 
greater than 1%; and not contain glycol ethers or a mmonia. 
 
c) Maintenance Products.  Products must  be free of zinc and other 
heavy metals.  It is desirable that the products not contain 
phthalates, exhibit a VOC limit of not greater than  1%; and not 
contain glycol ethers and/or ammonia. 

  
7.  Handsoaps.  Products must not be antimicrobial.  It is desirabl e that 
products have a pH between 6 and 8.5. 
 
8.  Janitorial Paper and Textile Supplies.  Any such paper products must 
meet or exceed the minimum federal standards and Ma ssachusetts’ 
standards for post-consumer recycled content and mu st be unbleached 
or bleached without the use of chlorine.  Textile p roducts (rags) must be 
made of reclaimed/recycled textiles. 

 
Michigan 
Summary  
 

1.  Background.  A memorandum of understanding between the 
Michigan Department of Management and Budget and th e Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality has created a s tate-wide 
environmentally preferred purchasing initiative to encourage and 
increase the use of products and services that are preferred 
environmentally, within state government, municipal ities, and the general 
public. 
 
2.  Industrial and Institutional Cleaners.  To encourage the purchase and 
use of environmentally preferable industrial and in stitutional cleaning 
products, Michigan has issued a Fact Sheet and The Green Industry Guide 
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to Environmental Purchasing that set forth the foll owing criteria to consider 
when purchasing a green cleaner: 
 
·  The product should be readily biodegradable. 
·  Avoid products containing EDTA and NTA. 
·  Products with 0.5% or less phosphate content are pr eferred. 
·  Concentrated products (less than 20% water by weigh t) that work in 

cold water are preferred. 
·  Avoid products with chlorine bleach or sodium hypoc hlorite. 
·  VOC content should be no more than 10% of the weigh t of the 

properly diluted product. 
·  Avoid products with petroleum-based solvents such a s glycol ethers 

and phenolic compounds. 
·  A product with a neutral pH is preferred.  An accep table pH level is 

between 5 and 12. 
·  Products should be packaged in recyclable or refill able containers 

that contain post-consumer materials.   
 
Minnesota 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  In 2003, Minnesota worked with representatives of s everal 
jurisdictions including the City of Santa Monica, C A; King County, WA; 
Massachusetts; Seattle, WA; Pacific Northwest Natio nal Laboratory; and 
others.  The goal of the working group, coordinated  by the Center for a 
New American Dream, was to develop a set of specifi cations that could 
be used by institutional purchasers nationwide.  Ul timately the process led 
to the adoption of the Green Seal Standard for Inst itutional Cleaners (GS-
37) as the basis for cleaning product specification s.   
 
Massachusetts is the first of the work group member s to use the new 
consensus based criteria that build upon the Green Seal Standard for 
Institutional Cleaners (GS-37).  The other particip ants, including Minnesota, 
are in the process of integrating the work group’s purchasing criteria into 
their vendor requests.   
 
2.  Minnesota’s Vendor Certification of Environment al Attributes.  The state 
of Minnesota evaluates green cleaners based on a po int system that 
assigns a value to the environmental characteristic s of a product, with the 
total number of points representing an overall envi ronmental rating of the 
product.  The overall score can then be used to com pare and eliminate 
products.  Minnesota’s Vendor Certification of Envi ronmental Attributes 
evaluates the following “environmental concerns” li sted in order of 
importance. 
 
·  Products shall not be toxic or highly toxic as defi ned by the OSHA 

Hazard Communication Standard, Appendix A (Se 29 CF R 1910.1200, 
Appendix A). 
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·  Products should not include any ingredients recogni zed as 
carcinogenic. 

·  Select products with a “high flash point”. 
·  Choose products with a pH of 2 to 12.5. 
·  Avoid products that contain petroleum-based ingredi ents.  Instead, 

select products derived from biobased materials. 
·  Select products that minimize phosphate content. 
·  Products shall not contain any ozone depleting chem icals. 
·  Select products that maximize the opportunities to reduce, reuse 

and/or recycle packaging. 
 
3.  Minnesota Environmentally Preferable Purchasing  Guide.  Minnesota 
issued the Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Gu ide as a reference 
tool to assist government agencies and schools in t he selection of 
environmentally preferable products.  This publicat ion provides the 
following guidance in reference to cleaners: 
 
·  Product should have a flash point of 200
F or great er. 
·  Products should not contain SARA Title III chemical s. 
·  Products should not exceed a VOC content of 5%. 
·  Products should not contain chlorine, hypochlorite or phosphates. 
·  Avoid products that are extremely flammable, corros ive or highly toxic. 
·  Avoid products that contain petroleum-based ingredi ents.  Preference 

should be given to biobased products. 
·  Avoid unnecessary fragrances and dyes that may irri tate allergies. 
·  Choose products with refillable containers or those  that are made from 

recycled materials. 
·  Choose pump spray containers instead of aerosols. 

 
4.  Minnesota State Contract.  The Minnesota State Contract for cleaning 
products includes a number of environmentally prefe rable cleaning 
products that were evaluated using the Green Seal S tandards.   

 
New York 
Summary 
 

1.  Executive Order 134.  On January 5, 2005, Governor Pataki issued 
Executive Order 134 that directs all state agencies  to procure and use 
cleaning products that have “properties that minimi ze potential impacts 
to human health and the environment….” 

 
The New York Commissioner of the Office of General Services (OGS), in 
consultation with the Commissioner of the Departmen t of Health (DOH) 
and the Commissioner of the Department of Environme ntal Conservation 
(DEC) shall provide consultation and guidance to St ate Agencies to 
select and procure products that have positive envi ronmental attributes 
such as: 
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·  Biodegradability  
·  Low toxicity  
·  Low volatile organic compound content  
·  Reduced packaging  
·  Low life cycle energy use  
·  Ensure cleaning effectiveness  

 
2.  Green Cleaning Products in Schools.  On August 23, 2005, Governor 
Pataki signed into law S. 5435, legislation that re quires the use of 
environmentally sensitive cleaning products in all schools in New York 
State. 

 
The law authorizes the State Office of General Serv ices to work with the 
State Education Department and the Departments of H ealth and 
Environmental Conservation to develop guidance for schools on the 
procurement and use of green cleaning products.  Su ch guidance shall 
be based on, but not limited to, guidance issued by  the U.S. EPA and the 
Office of the Federal Environmental Executive.   

 
The law applies to “elementary and secondary school s” defined as a 
facility used for instruction of elementary or seco ndary students by: 

 
·  Any school district, including a special act school  district and a city 

school district in a city having a population of 12 5,000 inhabitants or 
more; 

·  A board of cooperative educational services; 
·  A charter school; 
·  An approved private school for the education of stu dents with 

disabilities; 
·  A state supported school for the deaf or blind; and   
·  Any other private or parochial elementary or second ary school 

 
The law takes effect on Sept. 1, 2006.   

 
Oregon 
Summary  
 

1.  Executive Order 00-07.  On May 17, 2000, Oregon Governor Kitzhaber 
issued Executive Order 00-07 in which the State of Oregon committed to 
developing and promoting policies and programs that  will help Oregon 
meet its goal of becoming sustainable.  The EO dire cts the Department of 
Administrative Services to create the Sustainable S upplier Council and 
together they are charged with the responsibility o f establishing 
sustainable purchasing policies for five broad prod uct categories 
including cleaning products and coatings. 
 
2.  Oregon Sustainability Act.  In 2001, the State Legislature passed the 
Oregon Sustainability Act that established the Sust ainability Board and 
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directed it to develop and promote policies and pro grams that will assist 
Oregon in meeting its sustainability goals includin g ensuring that state 
purchasing decisions take into account potential en vironmental impacts. 
 
3.  Executive Order 03-03.  On June 17, 2003, Governor Kulongoski issued 
Executive Order 03-03 that directs the Sustainabili ty Board to issue 
guidance to assist state agencies in achieving sust ainability. 
 
4.  State Agency Guidance for Implementing Executiv e Order 03-03.  The 
Oregon Sustainability Board issued the State Agency  Guidance for 
Implementing Executive Order 03-03 to help state ag encies determine 
how they can best contribute to the State’s goal of  sustainability.  
Included in the recommended state actions is the pu rchase of 
environmentally preferable cleaning products and co atings.   

 
Pennsylvania 
Summary 
 

1.  Executive Order 1998-1.  In March of 1998, Governor Thomas Ridge 
issued Executive Order 1998-1 that established the Governor’s Green 
Government Council.  The Council is charged with th e responsibility of 
facilitating the incorporation of environmentally s ustainable practices 
cooperatively across all state agencies.  The Counc il is responsible for 
providing advice and assistance in the preparation and review of agency 
Green Plans and the implementation of initiatives u ndertaken to fulfill 
these plans. 
 
2.  Green Buildings Operations and Maintenance Manu al.  The 
Pennsylvania Green Buildings Operations and Mainten ance Manual is 
designed to help carry out Pennsylvania Executive O rder 1998-1.  This 
manual was prepared by the Pennsylvania Department of General 
Services and Green Seal and intended to “green” the  operations and 
maintenance of state government buildings and groun ds.  The manual is 
used as a tool for everyday operations in state bui ldings, and, among 
other things, makes recommendations for cleaning pr ocedures and 
product selection. 
 
Pages 83-90 of the Manual set forth criteria for pu rchasing green cleaning 
products.  The recommendations cover 20 product cat egories including 
all purpose cleaners, bathroom cleaners, bathroom d isinfectants, carpet 
cleaners, chrome cleaners, floor finishes and strip pers, graffiti removers, 
lime and scale removers, urinal deodorizers, and di sposable paper and 
plastic bags. 
 
Pages 67-81 of the Manual contains a discussion of green cleaning 
practices including floor and carpet care, dusting and dust mopping, 
entryway systems, and restroom cleaning.  Pages 91- 101 set forth a 
general discussion on the benefits of green cleanin g, general stewardship 
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principles, and the role of suppliers, janitorial s taff, and building 
occupants. 
 
3.  Green Procurement.  In 2004, Pennsylvania specified by contract that 
all janitorial dilution control cleaning chemicals would be environmentally 
preferable as specified under Green Seal GS-37.   

 
Vermont 
Summary  
 

1.  Environmental, Safety and Health Criteria for C ustodial Products.  The 
State of Vermont has established environmental and safety and health 
specifications for custodial cleaning products and service contracts that it 
includes as part of its request for proposal.  The paragraphs below 
summarize these criteria. 
 
2.  Certification of Mandatory Product Criteria.  Bidders must submit 
documentation that provides proof that all ingredie nts in the cleaning 
products adhere to the criteria specified below.  R equired 
documentation includes a completed Manufacturer’s P roduct 
Assessment Tool and an MSDS. 
 
3.  Critical Product Exclusion Criteria.  The following criteria are mandatory 
for green cleaning products.   
 
·  No persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic chemicals 

o No ingredient shall be on EPA’s Superfund Amendment s and 
Reauthorization Act (SARA) Title III, Section 313 l ist of Toxic 
Release Inventory Chemicals 

o No product shall contain alkylphenol ethoxylates ab ove trace 
amounts 

·  No carcinogens, mutagens and teratogens 
·  Products shall not contain the following substances  beyond trace 

amounts: 
o Paradichlorobenzene (CAS 106-46-7) 
o 1,4-dioxane (CAS 123-91-1) 
o Sodium hypochlorite (CAS 7681-52-9) 
o Nitrilotriacetic acid (CAS 139-13-9) 
o Sodium ethylenediamine tetraacetic acid (CAS 60-00- 4) 

·  No ozone depleting compounds 
·  No product shall contain VOCs in concentrations tha t are equal to or 

greater than 5% of the weight of the product 
·  No product, rendered unusable due to circumstances such as expired 

shelf life or as cleanup from a spill, shall contai n compounds that 
would result in their designation as a hazardous wa ste as defined in the 
Vermont Hazardous Waste Management Regulations.  Cr iteria 
included in this designation include: 
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o Inclusion of discarded chemical product list or dan gerous waste 
source list 

o Flashpoint of less than 140
F 
o pH of less than 2.0 or greater or than or equal to 12.5 
o Reactive 
o Fails the Toxic Characteristics Leaching Procedure 
o Wastes specifically designated for control 

·  No phosphate or phosphonates in excess of a trace q uantity 
·  No products shall be combination cleaner-disinfecta nts 

 
4.  Non-Critical Product Criteria.  Vermont also sets forth a set of non-
critical product criteria for which a score is assi gned based on the 
products characteristics in relation to these crite ria, described below: 
 
·  Vapor pressure of the most volatile product constit uent present in the 

product in excess of 5% by weight 
·  Inhalation toxicity 
·  Ingestion toxicity 
·  pH 
·  VOC content 
·  Skin absorption 
·  Combustibility 
·  Presence of fragrance and dyes 
·  Biodegradability 
·  Aquatic toxicity 
·  Bio-based 

 
Washington 
Summary  
 

1.  State Contract.  The State of Washington has established a set of 
product attributes for environmentally responsible cleaning products that 
are purchased by the state and made available to al l state agencies, 
political subdivisions of Washington and Oregon, an d certain colleges 
and universities.  The state contract sets forth Ma ndatory Product 
Attributes as well as Ranked Product Attributes as described below. 
 
 a) Mandatory Attributes 
 

·  Bidders must submit documentation that provides pro of that the 
product meets the mandatory criteria  

·  Products shall not contain any ingredients that are  on EPA’s 
Superfund Amendments and Re-authorization Act (SARA ) title III, 
Section 313 List of Toxic Release Inventory Chemica ls; nor shall 
the products contain any of the 27 chemicals on the  State 
Dept. of Ecology’s Persistent, Bioaccumulative and Toxic 
Chemicals list  
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·  No product shall contain alkyphenol ethoxylates abo ve trace 
amounts  

·  No product shall be toxic to aquatic life  
·  No product shall contain an ingredient classified a s a known or 

probable carcinogen, mutagen, or teratogen  
·  No product shall contain more than trace amounts of  

paradichlorobenzene, 1,4 –dioxane, sodium hypochlor ite, NTA 
or sodium EDTA 

·  The product as a whole or individual ingredients mu st meet the 
OECD definition of readily biodegradable  

·  No product shall contain ozone depleting compounds  
·  No product shall contain VOCs in concentrations tha t exceed 

10% of product weight  
·  No product, rendered unusable due to circumstances such as 

expired shelf life or as cleanup from a spill, shal l be designated 
as a hazardous waste by the Washington State Danger ous 
Waste Regulations  

 
  b) Ranked Product Attributes.  In addition to the mandatory   
  attributes, other environmental characteristics o f a product (see  
  below) are judged on a relative ranking basis.  P oint scores are  
  assigned to each criterion that is reflective of the State of   
  Washington’s priorities for protecting human heal th and the  
  environment. 

·  Reusable, refillable or recyclable packaging  
·  Concentrated product (i.e., contains less than 20% water by 

weight)  
·  Product available in bulk form with dispensing equi pment  
·  Non-aerosol  
·  Product container is comprised of post consumer rec ycled 

content  
·  Acute toxicity  
·  VOC content  
·  Skin and eye irritation  
·  Bio-based product  
·  Vendor provided training  
·  Presence of dyes and fragrances  
·   Phosphate content  

 
2.  Purchasing Reference Guide for Environmentally Preferable Purchasing.  
The State of Washington published the Purchasing Re ference Guide for 
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing to help buyer s at state agencies, 
colleges and universities, and political subdivisio ns incorporate 
environmental preferability into their purchasing d ecisions.  In regard to 
cleaning products, the Guide sets forth the followi ng recommendations: 
 
·  Select products with a VOC content of 5% or less 
·  Buy products in concentrated form 
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·  Select bio-based products 
·  Avoid products that contain SARA Title III chemical s 
·  Avoid products that contain chlorine, hypochlorite,  phosphates and 

petroleum based components 
·  Avoid products that contain unnecessary dyes or fra grances that may 

cause irritation 
·  Select non-aerosol products 
·  Select products whose label has the “lowest level o f warning” (i.e., 

“caution”) 
 
CITIES, COUNTIES AND OTHER LOCAL UNITS OF GOVERNMENT  
 
Alameda County, California 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  Alameda County, California established an 
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Model Policy that encourages the 
purchase of products that minimize environmental im pacts, toxics, 
pollution, and hazards to worker and community safe ty. 
 
2.  Toxics and Pollution.   
 
·  To the extent practicable, no cleaning or disinfect ing products shall 

contain ingredients that are carcinogens, mutagens,  or teratogens.   
·  All surfactants and detergents shall be readily bio degradable and, 

where practicable, shall not contain phosphates. 
·  When maintaining buildings, use products with the l owest amount of 

VOCs, highest recycled content, and low or no forma ldehyde. 
·  Reduce or eliminate the use of products that contri bute to the 

formation of dioxins and furans.  This includes, bu t is not limited to: 
o Purchasing paper, paper products, and janitorial pa per 

products that are unbleached or that are processed without 
chlorine or chlorine derivatives, whenever possible . 

o Prohibiting purchase of products that use polyvinyl  chloride 
(PVC)  

 
3.  Recycled Content.  All products for which the U.S. EPA has established  
recycled content standard guidelines, such as those  for janitorial paper, 
shall contain the highest postconsumer content prac ticable, but no less 
than the minimum recycled content standards establi shed by the U.S. EPA 
Guidelines. 

 
Chicago, Illinois 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  The City of Chicago issued its Green Cleaning Low 
Environmental Impact Cleaning Policy the purpose of  which is to require 
the Cleaning and Maintenance Contractor to use envi ronmentally benign 
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cleaning products and promote housekeeping practice s that will limit 
hazards to the building occupants as well as mainte nance and janitorial 
staff. 
 
2. Low-Impact Environmental Cleaning Fluids and Hou sekeeping Policy.  It 
is the policy of the City of Chicago to use concent rated cleaning 
products dispensed from closed dispensing systems.  Such products must 
comply with the minimum standards established in th e Green Seal 
Standard for Institutional Cleaners (GS-37).   
 
3.  Cleaning Agents—Mandatory Criteria.  Chicago’s policy requires that 
low-impact cleaning products meet the following man datory criteria 
based principally on GS-37: 
 
·  Products shall not contain any ingredients on the l ist of Prohibited 

Industrial Toxic Chemicals (as defined by the City of Chicago’s policy) 
and shall not be toxic as defined by GS-37 

·  Products shall not contain any carcinogens 
·  Products shall not contain any ozone depleting ingr edients 
·  The product as used must not contain more than 0.5%  by weight of 

total phosphorous 
·  The VOC of the product as used shall not exceed the  following: 

o 1% by weight for general purpose and bathroom clean ers 
o 3% by weight for glass cleaners 

 
5.  Cleaning Agents—Additional Criteria.  In addition to the above 
mandatory criteria, products must comply with the a dditional criteria 
below to the greatest extent possible.  Products th at do not meet any of 
the additional criteria should be noted in the subm ittal of the low-impact 
environmental cleaning plan submitted to the Depart ment of General 
Services, Architecture, Engineering and Constructio n Management 
Division.  The additional criteria listed below are  based on GS-37: 
 
·  Hazardous Waste:  Products are favored that do not require disposal 

as a hazardous waste 
·  Skin and Eye Irritation:  Products are favored that  are less irritating 
·  pH:  Products are favored that have a pH closer to neutral 
·  Flash Point:  Products are favored that do not igni te easily 
·  VOC Content:  Products with the lowest VOC content are favored 
·  Biodegradable products are favored 
·  Alkylphenol Ethoxylates:  Products are favored that  do not contain 

APEs 
·  Dyes and Fragrances:  Products that are offered wit hout dyes or 

fragrances are favored 
·  Packaging:  Products are favored if they are availa ble as a 

concentrate, and is available using a system of con tainer collection 
and refilling (reuse) 
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6.  Prohibited Industrial Toxic Chemicals.  The following comprise the list of 
Prohibited Industrial Toxic Chemicals that cannot b e used in any cleaning 
product: 
 
·  1,1,1-Trichloroethane 
·  Alkylphenol ethoxylates 
·  Benzene 
·  Cadmium 
·  Carbon tetrachloride 
·  Chloroform 
·  Cyanide 
·  Dibutyl phthalate 
·  Dichloromethane 
·  Lead 
·  Mercury 
·  Methyl ethyl ketone 
·  Methyl isobutyl ketone 
·  Nickel 
·  Tetrachloroethylene 
·  Toluene 
·  Trichloroethylene 
·  Xylene 
·  Heavy metals including arsenic, lead, cadmium, coba lt, and 

chromium 
·  Ozone depleting compounds 
 
7.  Low Environmental Impact Housekeeping Disposabl e Products Policy.  
Use disposable janitorial paper products and trash bags that meet the 
minimum requirements of U.S. EPA’s Comprehensive Pr ocurement 
Guidelines for the appropriate category.  Also, use  plastic trashcans and 
other liners with a minimum of 30% post-consumer re cycled content.  
Furthermore, it is preferable that the paper produc ts be manufactured 
without the additional use of elemental chlorine or  chlorine compounds. 
 
8.  Low Environmental Impact Cleaning Equipment Pol icy.  The city shall 
follow a policy for the use of janitorial equipment  that maximizes reduction 
of building contaminants with minimum environmental  impact. 

 
Chicago Public Schools 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  On September 28, 2005, the Chicago Public Schools 
(CPS) adopted a policy of green cleaning. 
 
2.  Overview.  It is the policy of CPS to encourage the maintenanc e of 
clean, safe, and healthy schools through the elimin ation of contaminants 
that affect children and adult health, performance and attendance and 
the implementation of cleaning processes and produc ts that protect 
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health without harming the environment.  Specifical ly, CPS will promote 
the use of “health and high performing cleaning” (H HPC) based on: 
 
·  The U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Ene rgy and 

Environmental Design-Existing Buildings criteria (L EED-EB); and  
·  ASTM’s E-1971 Standard Guide on Stewardship for Cle aning 

Commercial and Institutional Buildings. 
 

NOTE:  The USGBC LEED-EB addresses green cleaning practi ces and 
procedures.  As it relates to green cleaning chemic al products, LEED-EB 
specifies that the product must meet the criteria o f the Green Seal 
Standard for Institutional Cleaners (GS-37).  As to  products that are not 
within the purview of GS-37, LEED-EB specifies that  the product must be 
compliant with the California VOC limitations for c onsumer products.  

 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  Kansas City, MO adopted its Green Purchasing 
Ordinance for the purpose of affirmatively encourag ing City departments, 
offices, agencies and contractors to buy and use en vironmentally 
preferable products.   
 
2.  Environmentally Preferable Products.  The ordinance directs the 
Commissioner of Purchases to periodically designate  certain products as 
targets for environmentally preferable purchases by  the City.  Among the 
various product categories identified in the origin al ordinance for 
environmentally preferable purchasing are cleaning products and paper 
products. 

 
King County, Washington 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  In 2003, King County, WA worked with representative s of 
several jurisdictions including the City of Santa M onica, CA; 
Massachusetts; Minnesota; Seattle, WA; Pacific Nort hwest National 
Laboratory; and others.  The goal of the working gr oup, coordinated by 
the Center for a New American Dream, was to develop  a set of 
specifications that could be used by institutional purchasers nationwide.  
Ultimately the process led to the adoption of the G reen Seal Standard for 
Institutional Cleaners (GS-37) as the basis for cle aning product 
specifications.   
 
Massachusetts is the first of the work group member s to use the new 
consensus based criteria that build upon the Green Seal Standard for 
Institutional Cleaners (GS-37).  The other particip ants, including King 
County, are in the process of integrating the work group’s purchasing 
criteria into their vendor requests.   
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2.  King County Transit Division, Contract for the Supply and Delivery of 
Janitorial and Chemical Cleaning Supplies.  A contract was established in 
2001 by the King County Transit Division for the Su pply and Delivery of 
Janitorial and Chemical Cleaning Supplies.  The con tract sets forth criteria 
for environmentally preferable cleaners as describe d below: 
 
·  Products must not contain carcinogens or mutagens ( suspected or 

positive) 
·  Products must not contain methylene chloride 
·  Products must not contain butyl cleaners 
·  Aerosol propellant must not be chlorinated fluoroca rbons 
·  Products must not contain chlorinated solvents 
·  Product’s pH must be between 2.0 and 12.5 
·  Vendors must accept return of all 55 gallon drums u sed for their 

product at no additional cost 
·  Products must not contain any of the chemicals list ed in the 

Washington State Dangerous Waste regulations 
·  Product must not be flammable 
·  Products that require the use of respiratory protec tive equipment for 

use by personnel are not acceptable 
·  For Bulk Cleaning Products: 

o Vendor must be capable of delivering products in bu lk to 
above ground tanks  

o Products must be phosphate free  
·  For General Purpose Cleaners 

o Product must be non-toxic according to 29 CFR 1910. 1200 
o Product must be biodegradable as per 40 CFR 796.320 0 
o Product must be noncorrosive  
o Product must be phosphate free  
o Product must not contain harsh acids or strong alka lis 
o HMIS codes must be “zero” or “ones”  
o Aerosols are not acceptable  

 
Lawrence, Kansas 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  The City of Lawrence, KS issued an Environmental 
Procurement Policy that encourages all City departm ent personnel to 
purchase environmentally preferable products whenev er practicable. 

 
2.  Selected Environmental Products.  The Finance Department, in 
coordination with other city departments, is charge d with the responsibility 
of evaluating environmentally preferable products a nd purchase them 
whenever the evaluation is favorable.  Included in the list of selected 
environmental products are: 

 
·  Cleaning products with lowered toxicity 
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·  Recycled paper and paper products 
 
 
Multnomah County, Oregon 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  In September 2005,  Multnomah County, Oregon passed 
Resolution 05-154 by which the County adopted a gre en cleaning policy.  
In issuing the resolution, the County committed to phase-in sustainable 
general purpose cleaners and disinfectant cleaners by the end of 2006, 
and sustainable floor care and laundry cleaning pro ducts by the end of 
2007, using standards developed by Green Seal as gu idance. 
 
2.  Contract.  Pursuant to Resolution 05-154 the County issued a c ontract 
for green cleaning products that specifies the foll owing:   
 
·  The County’s first choice for award is products wit h Green Seal 

certification.  The contract specifies the Green Se al Standard for 
Institutional Cleaners (GS-37); the Green Seal Stan dard for Floor Care 
Products (GS-40); and the Green Seal Standard for P owdered Laundry 
Bleach (GC-11).   

·  If Green Seal certification for a product is not av ailable, the County’s 
second choice for award is products formulated unde r the EPA’s 
Design for the Environment Formulator Initiative. 

·  For products that are not certified by Green Seal o r EPA’s Design for 
the Environment, the County has a preference for pr oducts that : 

o Are the least toxic product available for the given  application; 
o Are readily biodegradable; 
o Have a minimal and recyclable packaging; and 
o Effectively and efficiently clean soils and surface s in its category 

 
 
Nevada County, California 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  The County of Nevada's Green Procurement and 
Sustainable Practices Policy directs county agencie s to purchase 
environmentally preferable products, and products w ith recycled 
content. 
 
2.  General Policy.  All Nevada County personnel will specify recycled 
content and environmentally preferable products unl ess such products do 
not perform satisfactorily and/or are unreasonably expensive.   The priority 
for purchasing recycled content products shall be a s follows: 
·  The highest percentage of recycled content of post- consumer 

recovered material, available in the marketplace; a nd 
·  The highest percentage of pre-consumer recovered ma terial, 

available in the marketplace. 
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3.  Best Procurement Practices.  The Dept. of General Services and the 
Recycling Coordinator shall work in collaboration w ith the Green 
Procurement and Sustainable Practices Committee to evaluate various 
environmentally preferable product categories, and produce a list of such 
products.  Agency, departments and divisions of Nev ada County shall 
order from the list of products that meet the envir onmentally preferable 
criteria. 
 
Including in the environmentally preferable product  categories is: 
 
·  Paper products including janitorial supplies, shop towels, hand towels, 

facial tissue, toilet paper, and other paper produc ts. 
·  Janitorial cleaning supplies, and building and main tenance products 

 
New York City, New York 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  On December 29, 2005,  Mayor Bloomberg signed into 
law the Green Cleaning Act, Int. 552-A, that requir es the City to conduct 
a green cleaning pilot program and ultimately will require the city to 
purchase green cleaning products.  On the same date , the Mayor also 
signed into law Int. 545-A that requires the City t o purchase green 
cleaning products and products composed of recycled  content. 

 
2.  Int.552-A.   The City is required to establish a pilot program t o study the 
feasibility of using green cleaning products in cit y facilities.  The City shall 
develop a list of cleaning products currently used in large quantities and 
shall select cleaning product categories currently used by city agencies 
that are suitable for inclusion in the pilot progra m.  At a minimum, the 
following products shall be considered for inclusio n in the pilot program: 

 
·  General purpose cleaners  
·  Bathroom cleaner  
·  Glass cleaners  
·  Carpet cleaners  
·  Floor finishes and strippers  
·  Air fresheners  
·  Disinfectants and sanitizers  
·  Graffiti removers  
·  Metal cleaners  
·  Furniture polishes  
·  Degreasers  

 
For each product category in the pilot program, the  City shall establish 
health and environmental criteria for selecting pro ducts, and then, based 
on this criteria, select environmentally preferable  cleaning products for 
inclusion in the program.  No later than three year s from the date of 
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enactment, a report detailing the feasibility of us ing environmentally 
preferable cleaning products shall be submitted to the Mayor. 
 
Effective June 1, 2009, the City will be required t o purchase and use green 
cleaning products to the extent and in the manner t hat such use is 
determined to be feasible through the pilot program . 
 
3.  Int. 545-A.  Under Int. 545-A, scheduled to become effective Jan . 1, 
2007, the City must purchase products that meet the  recycled content 
requirements of the EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement  Guideline (CPG).  
As it relates to the cleaning industry, the City mu st meet the recycled 
content standards of the CPG for commercial/industr ial sanitary tissue, 
steel shower or restroom dividers, plastic trash ba gs, office recycling 
containers, office waste receptacles, mats, and sig nage. 

 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  The City of Phoenix has adopted a pollution prevent ion 
(P2) policy to provide sound environmental stewards hip, protect human 
health, reduce operating expenses associated with t he use of hazardous 
materials, and reduce potential liability to the Ci ty. 
 
2.  Specifications.  Acceptable cleaning products shall adhere to the 
following criteria: 
 
·  No chemical constituents listed as SARA Title III, Section 313 chemicals 
·  Less than 0.5% phosphorous-containing constituents 
·  pH greater than 2 and less than 12.5 
·  Flashpoint greater than 150
F 
·  No carcinogenic, mutagenic, or teratogenic constitu ents 
·  All products shall meet the National Volatile Organ ic Compound 

Emission Standards for Consumer products as defined  in 40 CFR Part 59, 
Subpart C, Sections 201-214 

 
San Francisco, California 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  The City and County of San Francisco have adopted a  
total of 19 mandatory specifications for the procur ement of janitorial 
products based on the  Green Seal Standard for Inst itutional Cleaners (GS-
37).   
 
2.  Specifications based on Green Seal Standard for  Institutional Cleaners 
(GS-37).  The following specifications for the procurement of  
environmentally preferable janitorial cleaners is b ased on the Green Seal 
Standard for Institutional Cleaners (GS-37):   
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·  Toxic Compounds—Acute Toxicity 
·  Carcinogens and Reprotoxins 
·  Eye and Skin Irritation 
·  Skin Sensitization 
·  Combustibility 
·  VOC Content 
·  Aquatic Toxicity 
·  Aquatic Biodegradability 
·  Euthrophication 
·  Packaging 
·  Concentrate 
·  Fragrances 
·  Prohibited Ingredients 
·  Training 
·  Packaging 
·  Animal Testing 
·  Labeling 

 
2.  Additional Specifications Based on the Requirem ents of the City and 
County of San Francisco.   
 
·  Additional Prohibited Ingredients—The product in it s concentrated 

form shall contain less than 0.01% by weight of any  of the following 
ingredients:  

o Global warming compounds, as listed by US EPA 
o 1,1,1-TCE 
o Acetone 
o Benzyl alcohol 
o Butoxy propanol 
o Coconut diethanolamide 
o Coconut oil diethanolamine 
o Cyclohexanol 
o Diethanolamine 
o Diethylene glycol 
o Diethylene glycol monobutyl ether 
o Diethylene glycol monoethyl ether 
o Diethylene glycol monomethyl ether 
o Ethylene glycol 
o Hexylene glycol 
o Methyl ethyl ketone 
o Naphtha 
o Naphthalene 
o N-hexane 
o N-methyl pyrolidinone 
o Perchloroethylene 
o Propylene glycol 
o Propylene glycol monomethyl ether 
o Stoddard solvent 
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o Toluene 
o Triethanolamine 
o Trichloroethylene 
o Xylene 

·  Additional Prohibited Ingredients—The product in co ncentration form 
shall contain less than 10% by weight of any of the  following 
ingredients:  

o Ammonia  
o Ethyl Alcohol  
o Isopropyl alcohol 

·  Skin Absorption Potential—The product as a whole in  its diluted-for-use 
form shall have a low potential to absorb through s kin.  In addition, 
each individual ingredient that comprises 1.0% or m ore of the diluted 
product by weight shall have a low potential to abs orb through the 
skin.  Moreover, the following ingredients shall no t be present in the 
product at or above 1.0% by weight of the diluted f or use product:  

o 2-butoxyethanol  
o Monoethanolamine  

·  Aerosol Containers Prohibited  
 
Santa Monica, California 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  In 2003, the City of Santa Monica, CA worked with 
representatives of several jurisdictions including the King County, WA; 
Massachusetts; Minnesota; Seattle, WA; Pacific Nort hwest National 
Laboratory; and others.  The goal of the working gr oup, coordinated by 
the Center for a New American Dream, was to develop  a set of 
specifications that could be used by institutional purchasers nationwide.  
Ultimately the process led to the adoption of the G reen Seal Standard for 
Institutional Cleaners (GS-37) as the basis for cle aning product 
specifications.   
 
2.  Specifications.  Currently Santa Monica evaluates vendors of green 
cleaning products based on the specifications estab lished by Green Seal. 

 
Sarasota County, Florida 
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  In November 2003, Sarasota County adopted a 
procurement code that commits the County to purchas ing 
environmentally preferable products.   
 
2.  Janitorial Products.  Sarasota County is working to incorporate 
environmentally preferable janitorial products thro ughout county facilities.  
Sarasota has also conducted pilot studies of a vari ety of “green” cleaners 
to study their health effects.  The County has reco mmended a list of 
recommended “green” products that have been tested and approved 
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for meeting specified environmental and performance  criteria by one of 
the following groups: 
 
·  Green Seal  
·  Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
·  Canada’s Environmental Choice Program 
·  State of Washington          
·  State of Minnesota 
·  State of Vermont 
·  City of Santa Monica, CA 

 
Seattle, Washington   
Summary 
 

1.  Background.  In 2003, Seattle, WA worked with representatives of  
several jurisdictions including the City of Santa M onica, CA; 
Massachusetts; Minnesota; King County, WA; Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory; and others.  The goal of the working gr oup, coordinated by 
the Center for a New American Dream, was to develop  a set of 
specifications that could be used by institutional purchasers nationwide.  
Ultimately the process led to the adoption of the G reen Seal Standard for 
Institutional Cleaners (GS-37) as the basis for cle aning product 
specifications.   
 
Massachusetts is the first of the work group member s to use the new 
consensus based criteria that build upon the Green Seal Standard for 
Institutional Cleaners (GS-37).  The other particip ants, including Seattle, are 
in the process of integrating the work group’s purc hasing criteria into their 
vendor requests.   
 
2.  Technical Specifications for Environmentally Pr eferable Janitorial 
Chemicals.  The City of Seattle has set forth Technical Specifi cations for 
Environmentally Preferable Janitorial Chemicals.  T hese specifications are 
divided into two major categories:  1) Pass/Fail; a nd 2) Relative Score 
Requirements. 
 
3.  Pass/Fail Evaluation.   The product must pass all of these specifications  
to be considered acceptable by Seattle.  A number o f the requirements 
in this section are based on the Green Seal Standar d for Institutional 
Cleaners (GS-37) or the State of Washington’s green  purchasing criteria: 

 
·  Product in its concentrated form shall contain less  than 0.1% by weight 

of any ingredient that is a known, probable, or pos sible human 
carcinogen or reproductive toxin. 

·  Product shall contain less than 0.1% by weight of e ach of the following 
substances: 

o Propylene glycol 
o Diethanolamine 
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o Diethylene glycol monomethyl ether 
o Diethylene glycol monoethyl ether 
o N-methyl pyrolidinone 
o Coconut diethanolamide 
o Coconut oil diethanolamine 

·  The product in its concentrated form shall contain less than 1.0% by 
weight of any of the following ingredients: 

o Propylene glycol 
o Acetone 
o Methyl ethyl ketone 
o Trichloroethylene 
o Benzyl alcohol 
o Hexylene glycol 
o Propylene glycol momomethyl ether 
o Toluene 
o Cyclohexanol 
o N-hexane 
o Diethylene glycol 
o Diethylene glycol monoethyl ether 
o Diethylene glycol monobutyl ether 
o Perchloroethylene 
o Xylene 
o Butoxy Propanol 
o Naphtha 
o Stoddard solvent 

·  The product in its concentrated form shall contain less than 10% by 
weight of any of the following ingredients: 

o Ethyl alcohol 
o Isopropyl alcohol 
o Ammonia 

·  The product in its concentrated form shall contain less than 1.0% by 
weight of any ingredient identified as having a kno wn or probable 
effect on the human nervous system 

·  Product shall have a Flashpoint of 140
F or higher 
·  An aqueous product as a whole in its concentrated f orm shall have a 

pH between 2.0 and 12.5 
·  Product in its diluted for use concentration shall have a VOC content 

on a weight basis that is equal to or less than the  percentages below: 
o Air freshener/Room deodorant, liquid   18% 
o Air freshener/Room deodorant, solid gel    3% 
o General purpose cleaner      4% 
o Glass cleaner        4% 
o All other products     10% 

·  The product in its concentrated form shall contain a combined total of 
less than 0.1% by weight of any ingredient that is a listed endocrine 
modifier 

·  Product shall be furnished in an unpressurized non- aerosol container 
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4.  Relative Score Requirements.  If a product satisfies all of the pass/fail 
elements outlined above, the product is then scored  according to a series 
of desirable attributes as described below.  The pr ospective vendor, at its 
option, may satisfy these requirements by submittin g evidence that the 
product has been accepted by Green Seal (GS-37) or the State of 
Washington as meeting a similar requirement: 
 
·  Eye irritation 
·  Skin irritation 
·  Skin absorption 
·  VOC content 
·  Euthrophication (phosphate content) 
·  Acute toxicity 
·  Aquatic toxicity 
·  Combined disinfectant/cleaner 
·  Biodegradability 
·  Fragrances 
·  Dyes 
·  Concentrates 
·  Recyclable container & package 

 
 
To Source “Green” Cleaners That Really  Work 
 

                                
 
                   
 
 
 

 

Contact Spray Nine Corporation (1-800-477-7299) for  more information 
on our new ”Adirondack Green” Line. These products meet 
environmental guidelines while outperforming the co mpetition. 


